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We're here to welcome the publication of Alan Wearne's 
collection of posms - The Australian Popular Songbook. 

I remember pocket-sized Boomerang songbooks from my 
childhood. They were also called 'Songsters' . TI1ey were different 
from sheet music in that they didn't usually have any musical 
notation. They simply had the words of popular songs of the 
day. 

The first locally-printed songsters originated in the mid-
1850s, when popular entertainment was a part of the thriving, 
yet isolated, goldfields. 

Ihere's no doubt that the rnore sentimental the song lyrics 
the more popular the song. And these popular songs appeared in 
the songsters that often came out every month. Early music halls 
favoured heartfelt songs that the artistes rendered with appalling 
mock tragedy, complete with gushing tears and flourished 
handkerchiefs. 

The growth of the songster in the twentieth century ran 
parallel to the advent of the recorded music and broadcast 
industries. The music industry delivered hit after hit and craze 
after craze via the new technology - the wireless. 

So Alan's choice of these 'Songsters' as a template for a 
book of poems that are mostly nostalgic for decades-old popular 
culture, seems apt. 

The book is divided into sections 'Seven Popular 
Australian Songs', 'Songs My Mother May Have Taught Me', 
'It's Babyboomer Partytime in Oz', 'Eagle Rock and Other Aussie 
Hits' , sophisticatedly, 'The Metropolitan Poems', and 'Breakfast 
With Darky'. 

Alan's poems are definite 'memory-joggers'. Reading the 
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